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Introduction 

General 

This handbook details the entitlements and obligations of registered political parties 
under the election funding and financial disclosure provisions of the Electoral Act 1992, 
for the 2008/2009 financial year. 

Other handbooks are available to assist MLAs, associated entities, broadcasters and 
publishers, candidates and third parties. 

These handbooks should not be regarded as a final statement of the law on election 
funding and disclosure.  Parties are advised to obtain a copy of the Electoral Act from 
www.legislation.act.gov.au and seek their own legal advice if necessary. 

On 21 May 2008 amendments to the financial disclosure provisions of the Electoral Act 
became law.  However, some of those amendments were subject to transitional 
provisions that had the effect of delaying their implementation until 1 July 2008.  This 
handbook reflects those provisions that are effective from 1 July 2008 for the 2008/2009 
financial year. 

One of the main amendments for 2008/2009 and beyond is that the threshold for 
reporting obligations have decreased from $1500 to $1000. 

Background 

The funding and financial disclosure scheme has two components — public funding of 
election campaign expenditure and disclosure of financial transactions by registered 
political parties, MLAs, associated entities, candidates, third parties, broadcasters and 
publishers.   

Some of the major features of the funding and disclosure scheme are: 

 political parties and candidates qualify for election funding on receiving 4% of the 
formal first preference votes in an electorate; 

 election funding is paid in proportion to the number of formal first preference votes 
received; 

 registered parties are required to lodge annual (financial year) returns disclosing the 
total amount of receipts, expenditure and debts; 

 registered parties are required to disclose names and addresses of persons or 
organisations who have donated $1000 or more; 

 for receipts, in calculating if the threshold amount of $1000 has been reached, only 
receipts of $1000 or more need to be taken into account; 

 registered parties are required to disclose names and addresses of persons or 
organisations who are owed $1000 or more; 

 for debts, in calculating if the threshold amount of $1000 has been reached, all 
amounts need to be taken into account; 

 registered parties are also required to submit election returns setting out details of 
campaign expenditure; 

 registered parties may appoint reporting agents; 

 “associated entities” (such as trust funds) related to parties or MLAs are required to 
submit annual returns; 
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 individuals or organisations who donate $1000 or more in a year to a registered party, 
an MLA or an associated entity are required to lodge annual returns detailing 
donations; 

 registered parties, MLAs and associated entities are required to advise donors that 
they are obliged to submit an annual return to the Electoral Commission;  

 all returns become public documents and are placed on the Commission’s website; 
and 

 the Commission has powers to conduct compliance investigations. 

Assistance and enquiries 

The ACT’s election funding and financial disclosure scheme is administered by the ACT 
Electoral Commission. 

Assistance on any aspect of the election funding and financial disclosure scheme may be 
obtained from the staff of the Commission. 

Enquiries and requests for copies of handbooks should be directed to the ACT Electoral 
Commission: 

Locality address: 

ACT Electoral Commission 
Ground Floor, North Building 
London Circuit, Civic Square 
CANBERRA CITY  ACT  2601 

Postal address: 

ACT Electoral Commission 
PO Box 272 
CIVIC SQUARE  ACT  2608 

Phone:   

(02) 6205 0033 

Facsimile:   

(02) 6205 0382 

Email:   

elections@act.gov.au 

Elections ACT Homepage:  

www.elections.act.gov.au 
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Reporting Agents 

Introduction 

The ACT’s financial disclosure scheme, so far as it affects registered political parties, 
MLAs and candidates, operates through a system of reporting agents. 

Role of reporting agents 

The reporting agent of a party is responsible for furnishing an annual return and certain 
election returns to the Commission. 

The duties of a reporting agent should not be confused with that of the party’s 
“registered officer”.  A registered officer is primarily responsible for nominating a party’s 
candidates for an election.  The reporting agent’s responsibilities are to furnish financial 
disclosure returns. 

Multiple appointments 

A person may hold several appointments as reporting agent.  For example, in addition to 
being the reporting agent of a registered party, the same person may also be the 
reporting agent for one or more candidates. 

Requisites for appointment 

A person appointed as a reporting agent must be a natural person at least 18 years of 
age.  Bodies corporate cannot be appointed as agents. 

A written notice of appointment setting out the agent’s name, address and date of birth 
may be given to the Commission by the secretary (however described) of the party. 

The person appointed must have consented in writing to the appointment. 

The notice of appointment may be made on the Commission’s appointment form at the 
back of this handbook (Form A).  Copies are also available from the Commission’s 
website or by contacting the Commission (see page 2). 

Failure to appoint a reporting agent 

If a party does not appoint a reporting agent, its registered officer will be taken to be the 
reporting agent. 

Register of party and MLA reporting agents 

The Commission is required to maintain a register of party and MLA reporting agents. 

The appointment of a reporting agent takes effect on the entry of the agent’s name and 
address in the register.  The appointment ceases to have effect when the name and 
address of the reporting agent are removed from the register. 

The Commissioner shall cancel the appointment of a reporting agent if: 

 the person gives to the Commission written notice that he or she has resigned the 
appointment as reporting agent; 

 the secretary of the party informs the Commission in writing that the person has 
ceased to be the reporting agent; or 

 it comes to the notice of the Commissioner that the person is no longer able to 
undertake the duties of a reporting agent. 
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Change of address 

A reporting agent should notify the Commission of any change of postal address that 
occurs after the agent has been registered.
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Election Funding 

Introduction 

This chapter deals with the entitlement of eligible registered political parties to receive 
election funding.  Note that there is no direct relationship between funding and 
disclosure.  Election expenditure returns and annual returns must be lodged by parties 
whether or not the party qualifies for election funding. 

Eligibility 

To qualify for election funding, a political party must be registered in the register of 
political parties. 

The criteria to be an eligible political party and the procedures involved in the registration 
of a party are covered in the “How to Register a Political Party for ACT Legislative 
Assembly Elections” handbook which is available from the Commission. 

A registered political party is eligible to receive election funding if the votes obtained by 
its endorsed candidates amounted to at least 4% of the total number of formal first 
preference votes cast in an electorate. 

Entitlement 

Total public funding payable to a political party or ungrouped candidate is based on the 
number of eligible formal first preference votes obtained multiplied by the rate of election 
funding applicable for that election. 

Rate of election funding 

The rate of election funding differs from one election to another.  The rate is adjusted 
according to increases in the Consumer Price Index number. 

For the period 1 July 2008 to 31 December 2008, the rate is 147.722 cents per eligible 
vote. 

Payment of entitlement 

Election funding is a direct payment scheme.  There is no requirement for any eligible 
political party or independent candidate to lodge a claim for their election funding 
entitlement.  The Commission will automatically pay those eligible their entitlement once 
the voting figures are finalised. 

A registered party’s entitlement will be paid to the registered officer of the party. 

There is no obligation on a party or candidate to accept public funding.
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Annual Return

Obligation 

Each registered political party is required to lodge an annual return with the ACT 
Electoral Commission. 

It should be noted that in an election year an election return is also required before 
15 weeks after the election. 

Responsibility for lodging the return 

The reporting agent of a political party is responsible for lodging the annual return.  
Where there is no reporting agent appointed by the party, the registered officer of the 
party is deemed to be the reporting agent. 

The reporting agent should ensure all relevant financial transactions of the party, 
including all party branches, are included in the return. In cases where the reporting 
agent is unable to obtain all the information required, after reasonable attempts have 
been made, a statement of what information may be missing and the details of persons 
who may have such information should accompany the return. 

Period covered by the return 

The annual return covers the financial year from 1 July to 30 June. 

The only exception will be for those parties that are entered in or removed from the 
register of political parties during the year.  In such cases the disclosure period will 
commence from the date the party was registered or end when the party ceased to be 
registered. 

Annual Return for an ACT Legislative Assembly election year 

Parties lodging annual returns covering a financial year in which an ACT election has 
been held should be aware that monies donated to, paid by or owed by a campaign 
committee for a candidate endorsed by the party should be reported in the party’s 
annual return. If money raised, spent or owed is reported in this way, then the candidate 
is not required to disclose these amounts in their candidate’s election return. 

Due date 

Annual returns are required to be lodged within 16 weeks after the end of the financial 
year.  The Electoral Act does not provide for any extension to the deadline.  Failure to 
furnish the return by the due date is a breach of the Electoral Act. 

Return form 

The return is to be completed on a form prepared by the Commission.  A sample form is 
attached at Form B.  The Commission will send the forms to the reporting agents at the 
end of the financial year.  Additional forms may also be obtained from the Commission’s 
website or by contacting the Commission (see page 2). 

Alternatively, the party may provide a copy of the audited accounts of the party in a form 
that has been approved beforehand by the Commissioner. 

Parties no longer deemed to have complied with its obligation 

A political party registered at both the Commonwealth and ACT levels, and with the same 
registered officer, can no longer submit to the ACT Electoral Commission a copy of their 
Commonwealth return or audited financial statement.  
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For 2007-2008, and beyond, all parties registered in the ACT must complete the form 
provided by the ACT Electoral Commission. 

Transactions to be reported 

Only actual transactions that take place during the financial year are to be reported. 

Book entries such as accruals (for example, provisions for long service leave, 
depreciation, and the like) are not required to be reported. 

Payments made by cheque should only be reported if they have been presented.  Parties 
operating cheque accounts should undertake a bank reconciliation before completing the 
return to ensure that only those payments actually made are included. 

Gross figures only must be used (for example, a fundraising event that took $1500 with 
costs of $1000 for a profit of $500 should have the full $1500 included in the total 
receipts and $1000 included in the total payments.) 

Non-cash transactions must also be included (for example gifts-in-kind).  These 
transactions should be appropriately valued. 

Returns provide only for minimum disclosure.  There is nothing to prevent additional 
information, which may lead to a clearer understanding of the returns, being provided. 

Receipts 

Item 1 on the return 

The return must show the total of all receipts received by, or on behalf of, the party 
during the financial year. 

All transactions, including those of less than $1000, are to be included in the total. 

Item 2 on the return 

The return must also include defined particulars of persons, organisations or entities that 
gift or loan a total of $1000 or more to the party. 

In determining whether the $1000 disclosure threshold has been reached for amounts 
received by the party, amounts of less than $1000 need not be counted. 

Loans received 

Item 2 on the return 

A loan from a financial institution to the value of $1000 or more must be disclosed as a 
receipt from that financial institution.  Loans include advances of money, provisions of 
credit and other transactions or arrangements that in substance affect a loan of money. 

Each transaction on a credit card is to be treated as an individual loan when deciding 
whether disclosure is required. 

Where a loan has been received from a source other than a financial institution (as 
defined in the glossary on page 14), the name and address of the person or organisation 
from whom the loan was received and details of the terms and conditions of that loan 
must be disclosed.  Such terms and conditions would include the interest rate being 
charged and the period of the loan. 
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In the case of a loan received from a registered industrial organisation or an 
unincorporated association, the name and address of each of the members of the 
executive committee must be disclosed along with that of the organisation.  In the case 
of a trust or foundation, the names and addresses of the trustees must be disclosed 
along with the title or description of the trust or foundation. 

Where a record of such information is not kept an amount equivalent to the value of the 
loan is forfeited to the Territory. 

Payments 

Item 3 on the return 

The return must state the total amount paid during the financial year, by, or on behalf of, 
the party. 

All transactions, including those of less than $1000, are to be included in the total. 

Debts 

Item 4 on the return 

The return must show the outstanding amount, at the end of the financial year, of debts 
incurred by, or on behalf of the party. 

All amounts, including those of less than $1000, are to be included in the total. 

Item 5 on the return 

The return must also include defined particulars of persons, organisations or entities who 
are owed a total of $1000 by the party. 

In the case of debts, all amounts must be included to determine if the $1000 threshold 
has been reached. 

Donor’s return 

Reporting agents should be aware that any individual or organisation donating an 
amount or amounts totalling $1000 or more to the same political party, MLA or 
associated entity during a financial year will also be required to submit a return 
identifying the recipient(s) and setting out the total value of the gift or gifts. 

Unlike disclosures by parties, all donations made by donors, including those of less than 
$1000, must be counted when determining whether the $1000 disclosure threshold has 
been met. 

Donors must also disclose donations they have received totalling $1000 or more, which 
they have then used to make their donations to political parties. 

Parties must inform donors of reporting requirements 

If, in a financial year, a party receives gifts totalling $1000 or more from the same 
person, the party shall, before 1 August after that financial year, inform that person in 
writing that the person is required to submit a donor’s annual return to the Commission. 

This requirement may be met by routinely informing donors of the obligation to submit 
annual returns through the normal receipting process.  Where gifts are received but 
receipts are not issued, such as at fundraising events, parties should take steps to 
ensure that any donors who donate above the thresholds are notified in writing of the 
requirements to submit returns. 
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Public inspection 

All annual returns are made available for inspection at the beginning of February in the 
year following lodgement. 

Any person may, on request, examine such returns at the Commission during business 
hours.  A person may also, on payment of a fee, obtain a copy of any such returns. 

Returns are also available for inspection on the Commission’s web site. 

The Commission’s contact details are on page 2. 

 



Registered political parties  Funding and financial disclosure handbook 2008/2009 

Page 10 ACT Electoral Commission 

Election Return 

Obligations 

Every party is required to furnish a return of electoral expenditure after each ACT 
Legislative Assembly election. 

Responsibility for lodging the return 

The reporting agent is responsible for lodging the election return. Where there is no 
reporting agent the registered officer of the party is deemed to be the reporting agent. 

The reporting agent of a party should ensure the campaign expenditure of all party units 
is included in the return. In cases where the reporting agent is unable to obtain all the 
information required, a statement outlining deficiencies in information required and the 
details of persons who may have such information should accompany the return. 

Period covered by the return 

The return covers campaign expenditure involving goods or services used during the pre-
election period. If the expenditure was not incurred during the pre-election period but the 
goods and services were used during that period then those amounts must be included. 
The pre-election period commences 36 days before polling day and ends on polling day. 

Due date 

The return is to be lodged with the Commission within 15 weeks after polling day. There 
is no provision in the Electoral Act to extend the deadline. Failure to lodge a return by the 
due date is a breach of the Electoral Act. 

Return form 

The return must be completed on a form prepared by the Commission. The Commission 
will forward copies of the form to reporting agents after polling day. Additional forms 
may also be obtained from the Commission’s website or by contacting the Commission 
(contact details are on page 2). 

Information required to be reported 

The return should contain the party’s total campaign expenditure in relation to goods or 
services used during the pre-election period in each of the following categories: 

 Broadcasting advertisements (including production costs); 

 Publishing advertisements (including production costs); 

 Displaying advertisements at a place of entertainment (including production costs); 

 Costs of electoral material where an authorisation statement is required (for example, 
how-to-vote cards, pamphlets, posters); 

 Direct mailing 

 Consultant’s or advertising agent’s fees;  

 Opinion polling or other research relating to the election. 

Nil return 

Where a party did not incur any campaign expenditure under the categories of electoral 
expenditure, the Electoral Act still requires the reporting agent to lodge a “nil” return. 
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Public inspection 

Returns will be made available for public inspection from the 25th week after polling day. 

Any person may, on request, examine such returns at the Commission during business 
hours. A person may also, on payment of a fee, obtain a copy of any election return. 

Returns are also available for inspection on the Commission’s web site. 

The Commission’s contact details are on page 2. 

 

 



Registered political parties  Funding and financial disclosure handbook 2008/2009 

Page 12 ACT Electoral Commission 

Miscellaneous 

Associated entities 

Organisations that are controlled by, or operate completely or to a significant extent for 
the benefit of, one or more registered political parties or MLAs are also required to 
furnish annual returns to the Commission.  More information on the obligations of 
associated entities is available from the Commission. 

Anonymous donations 

Anonymous donations are gifts where the defined particulars of a donor are not known to 
the person receiving the gift on behalf of a registered political party, MLA, candidate or 
associated entity at the time the gift is made. 

A party, MLA, candidate or associated entity is not permitted to accept anonymous 
donations of $1000 or more. If such a donation is received, it is payable by the recipient 
to the Territory.  If it is not paid to the Territory, it may be recovered as a debt to the 
Territory. 

Record keeping 

Registered political parties need to maintain minimum standards of record keeping.  
Without proper records, the ability to prepare an accurate annual return will be 
unattainable.  Consequently, a party runs the risk of breaching the Electoral Act. 

As every transaction is to be disclosed in the totals of receipts, payments and debts, all 
transactions should be recorded.  Transactions involving gifts-in-kind should have the 
item or service identified with sufficient detail to provide a basis for a reliable valuation. 

The Electoral Act requires that records, formal and informal, forming the basis for 
completing returns must be retained for a minimum period of 4 years. 

Accurate recording of information is essential.  For example, where the Chief Executive 
Officer of an organisation makes a donation to the party it must be clearly established at 
the time on whose behalf the donation is being made — the Chief Executive Officer 
personally or the organisation — and that the correct details are recorded and 
subsequently disclosed.  Similarly, where a person is merely acting on behalf of someone 
else, such as through a solicitor’s trust account, it is the actual donor whose details 
should be recorded. 

It is in the interest of reporting agents and parties to make all reasonable attempts to 
ensure that all sections of a party, including candidates, keep adequate financial records. 

Compliance investigations 

The Commission is empowered to conduct investigations into compliance with the 
financial disclosure provisions of the Electoral Act.  In most cases, such investigations 
take the form of routine audits of financial statements.  Reporting agents or their 
nominees have the right to be present at these investigations. 

The Electoral Commissioner has the authority to issue an investigation notice requiring 
the production, within the period and manner specified, of any article referred to in the 
notice or the appearance of the person to give evidence. 

The Commissioner may also apply to a magistrate for a search warrant to enter, search 
and seize relevant articles. 
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Offences 

Introduction 

The Electoral Act provides for a range of financial disclosure offences.  The penalties may 
be described in terms of penalty units where the value of the penalty unit for the offence 
is— 

 if the person charged is an individual—$100; or 

 if the person charged is a corporation—$500. 

Failure to lodge annual/election returns 

It is an offence to fail to lodge a disclosure return by the due date.  Penalty: 50 penalty 
units for a party return, 20 penalty units for any other return. 

Lodging an incomplete disclosure return 

It is an offence to lodge an incomplete return.  Penalty: 20 penalty units. 

Reporting false or misleading information in a disclosure return 

It is an offence to knowingly lodge a disclosure return that contains false or misleading 
information.  Penalty: 50 penalty units or 6 months imprisonment or both. 

Providing false or misleading information 

It is an offence to knowingly provide false or misleading information which is to be 
included in a disclosure return by another person.  Penalty: 50 penalty units or 6 months 
imprisonment or both. 

Failure to retain records 

It is an offence to fail to retain records, containing information that could be required to 
be included in a disclosure return, for 4 years.  Penalty: 20 penalty units. 

Failure to comply with a notice authorising an audit or 
investigation 

It is an offence to contravene an investigation notice given by the Commissioner without 
reasonable excuse.  Penalty: 50 penalty units or 6 months imprisonment or both. 

Providing false or misleading information in response to an 
investigation notice 

It is an offence to knowingly provide false or misleading information in response to an 
investigation notice. Penalty: 50 penalty units or 6 months imprisonment or both. 

Failure to advise donors of the need to lodge annual returns 

It is an offence if a registered party, MLA or associated entity fails to notify a donor of 
the need to lodge an annual return where the party, MLA or associated entity receives 
gifts totalling $1000 from the donor in a financial year. Penalty: 50 penalty units. 
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Glossary 

anonymous donations 

Anonymous donations are gifts where the defined particulars of the donor are not known 
by the person receiving the gift at the time the gift is made. 

associated entity 

An organisation that is controlled by, or operates, completely or to a significant extent for 
the benefit of, one or more registered political parties or Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Commission 

ACT Electoral Commission 

defined particulars 

In relation to a sum or amount, means: 

 if the sum was received from, paid, or owed to an unincorporated association, other 
than a registered industrial organisation: 

o the name of the association; and 

o the names and addresses of the members of the executive committee (however 
described) of the association; 

 if the sum or amount was paid out of or into or incurred as a debt to a trust fund or 
the funds of a foundation: 

o the names and addresses of the trustees of the fund or foundation; and 

o the name, title or description of the trust fund or foundation; or 

 In any other case, the name and address of the person or organisation that paid, 
received or is owed the sum or amount. 

Electoral Act 

Electoral Act 1992 of the Australian Capital Territory.  

electoral expenditure 

Refers to the following categories of campaign expenditure incurred on goods or services 
used during the pre-election period: 

 broadcasting advertisements (including production costs); 

 publishing advertisements (including production costs); 

 displaying advertisements at a place of entertainment (including production costs); 

 costs of electoral material where an authorisation statement is required (for example 
how-to-vote cards, pamphlets, posters); 

 direct mailing; 

 consultant’s or advertising agent’s fees; and 

 opinion polling or other research relating to the election. 
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election funding entitlement 

Total public funding payable to a political party or ungrouped candidate based on the 
number of eligible formal first preference votes obtained multiplied by the rate of election 
funding applicable at that time.  See Election Funding on page 5. 

financial institution 

Financial institution is defined as a bank, a credit union, a building society or an entity 
prescribed under the regulations. 

financial year 

References in this handbook to financial year mean the period from 1 July to 30 June, 
unless the party is entered in or removed from the register of political parties during the 
year during that period.  For more information, refer to Period covered by the return on 
page 6. 

gifts-in-kind 

Non-cash donations, such as the receipt of an asset or service or discounts received 
other than in the normal course of business, are to be treated as cash donations for 
disclosure purposes.  Examples of gifts-in-kind include free legal advice given by a law 
firm and the donation of items or services as raffle prizes.  (See also volunteer labour on 
page 16.) 

Gifts-in-kind must be disclosed at the appropriate value — normally this would be the 
commercial or sale value of the item or service. 

loan 

A loan may be any of the following: 

 an advance of money; 

 a provision of credit or any other form of financial accommodation; 

 a payment of an amount for, on account of, on behalf of or at the request of the 
receiver, if there is an express or implied obligation to repay the amount; or 

 a transaction (whatever its terms or form) that is, in substance, a loan of money. 

party unit 

A generic term used to describe all sections of a political party including its state 
branch/division, local branches and campaign committees. 

pre-election period 

The pre-election period commences 36 days before polling day and ends on polling day. 

public inspection 

Copies of all disclosure returns become available for scrutiny by the public at the office of 
the Commission and on the Commission’s website.  Annual returns are available from 
1 February.  Election returns are available 24 weeks after polling day. 

registered officer 

The person identified in the register of political parties, who has the authority to 
nominate and verify the endorsed candidates of the party. 

The registered officer is deemed to be the reporting agent if the party does not have an 
appointed agent. 

The registered officer cannot be replaced except by a formal written application made 
under the Electoral Act. 
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registered political party 

A political party registered with the Commission under the Electoral Act.  Political parties 
not registered with the Commission are treated as third parties for disclosure purposes. 

third party 

A generic term used to describe an individual or organisation other than a registered 
political party, MLA, candidate, associated entity, broadcaster or publisher who is under 
an obligation to furnish a disclosure return.  For example, a donor of $1000 or more to a 
registered political party or an interest group that published electoral advertisements 
during an election campaign. 

volunteer labour 

Volunteer labour does not need to be disclosed.  The donation of time by a member of a 
party is volunteer labour.  The donation of time by a person who is not a party member 
is only considered volunteer labour where it does not constitute a service for which that 
person normally charges. 

For example, the donation of legal advice by a solicitor who is a party member is 
volunteer labour, but the donation of legal advice by a solicitor who is not a party 
member is a gift-in-kind.  If, however, a solicitor who is not a party member delivers 
voting material, then that constitutes volunteer labour because it is not a service for 
which that person normally charges. 

 



 

(05/08) ACT Electoral Commission 

Form A 

Notice by a political party 
of appointment of a reporting agent 

An appointment does not take effect until it has been entered in the Commission’s register of party and MLA agents.  
It remains in effect until a written notice of resignation or revocation of the appointment is received by the 
Commission or the agent dies.   
 

Enquiries and this form should be addressed to: 
 

Elections ACT, PO Box 272, Civic Square ACT 2608  
                          Ground Floor, North Building, London Circuit, Civic Square, Canberra City ACT 2601 
 

Telephone: 6205 0224 Fax: 6205 0382 Email: elections@act.gov.au Website: www.elections.act.gov.au 
 

Appointment of agent 
   

Notice is hereby given of the 
appointment of (full name of agent): 

  
   

As agent for (name of party):   
   

Address of party:   

 Postcode:                     
 

   

Full name of party secretary:   
   

Position in party:   
   

Signature of party secretary: /          /            
   

Agent’s consent 
   

I (name of agent):  consent to this appointment. 
   

Date of birth:                     /                    /  
   

Agent’s address for correspondence:   

(Acknowledgment of receipt of notice 
will be sent to this address) 

Postcode:                      

   

Residential address of agent:   

 Postcode:                      

   

Daytime contact number:   
   

Email:   
   

Agent’s signature: /          /            
   

Elections ACT 
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Form B 

 Registered political party annual return 2008/2009 - Page 1 of 3 

Registered political party  
annual return for the 2008/2009 financial year 

 This return covers the period: /       / to /       /  

  1/7/08 or the date the party 
became registered 

 30/6/09 or the date the 
party was deregistered 

 

Please refer to the Funding and financial disclosure handbook, Registered political parties when completing this form. 

 

The due date for lodging this return is Tuesday 20 October 2009 
 
 

Enquiries and returns should be addressed to: 
 

Elections ACT, PO Box 272, Civic Square ACT 2608  
                          Ground Floor, North Building, London Circuit, Civic Square, Canberra City ACT 2601 
 

Telephone: 6205 0224 Fax: 6205 0382 Email: elections@act.gov.au Website: www.elections.act.gov.au 
 

Party details 
   

Name of party:   

   

Postal address:   

 Postcode:                      

   

Reporting agent’s details  
   

Name of reporting agent:   

   

Postal address:   

 Postcode:                      

   

I certify that the information contained in this return and its attachments is true and complete. 

Agent’s signature: /          /            

   
This form is Approved Form AF             under section 340A of the Electoral Act 1992

Elections ACT 
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 Registered political party annual return 2008/2009 - Page 2 of 3 
 

Receipts 
 

1.  Total receipts this financial year $  

This total includes all receipts of the party. 

Importantly: 

 receipts of all party units must be included in the total; 

 all transactions, including those of less than $1000, must be included in the total; 

 no category of receipts is to be excluded (for example, membership fees and loans received are included); 

 all figures must be gross; and 

 this total includes monetary receipts and gifts-in-kind (as defined in the Funding and financial disclosure 
handbook, Registered political parties). 

 

2.  Persons and organisations from whom $1000 or more was received 

 In the table below, list the name, address and the total amount received for those persons and organisations from 
whom $1000 or more was received. 

 In determining whether the $1000 threshold has been reached, amounts of less than $1000 need not be counted. 

 Where a loan has been received from a source other than a recognised financial institution, details of the terms 
and conditions of that loan must also be disclosed. 

     

 Name Address 
Amount 
received  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

 If space is insufficient please attach additional sheets  
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 Registered political party annual return 2008/2009 - Page 3 of 3 
 

Payments 
   

3.  Total payments this financial year $  

This total includes all payments by the party. 

Importantly: 

 payments of all party units must be included in the total; 

 all transactions, including those of less than $1000, must be included in the total; 

 no category of payments to be excluded (for example, wages and salaries are included); and 

 all figures must be gross. 
 

Outstanding debts as at 30 June 
   

4.  Total debts as at 30 June $  

This total includes all debts, overdrafts and unpaid accounts of the party. 

Importantly: 

 debts of all party units must be included in the total; 

 all debts, including those of less than $1000, must be included in the total; 

 no category of debt is to be excluded; and 

 all figures must be gross. 
 

5.  Persons and organisations to whom $1000 or more is owed 

In the table below, list the name, address and the total amount outstanding for those persons and organisations to 
whom $1000 or more is owed.  All amounts must be included when determining if the threshold has been reached. 

 Name Address Amount Owed  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

   $  

 If space is insufficient please attach additional sheets  

 


