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I apologise for the delay in sending this to you. I no longer live in Canberra so I missed the deadline and earlier
 public discussion on the redistribution. 

I belatedly write regarding the Redistribution Committee’s proposed changes in boundaries for future territory
 elections. 

My objection is indirectly related to the boundaries chosen for new electorates. My concerns are indirect as they
 relate to the names of the two northern-most electorates. 

I refer you to Helen Cooke’s ‘A short history of Gungahlin’ which includes: 

“Gungahlin rests in the valley of Ginninderra Creek and continues a tradition of people who made their marks
 on the landscape.” 

Lyall Gillespie’s definitive history of the region entitled ‘Ginninderra: Forerunner to Canberra’ clearly depicts
 and describes the importance of the Ginninderra Creek to what is presently Gungahlin. In fact, the Ginninderra
 village, including the store, showground, police station and 
other significant locations, are all in the new electorate of Yerrabi, not Ginninderra. Therefore, it would be most
 unusual for the Ginninderra Village to not be in the Ginninderra electorate. 

The foreword of Gillespie’s book written by Jill Waterhouse’s from the ACT Museum’s Unit, states: 

“Ginninderra has a remarkable history from which much of Canberra’s development unwinds. Now part of the
 north Canberra town of Gungahlin, Ginninderra was once a prominent Aboriginal site and from the 1820s, and
 especially from the 1850s, a grazing and crop-growing district…” 

The current district of Gungahlin, north of the Barton Highway, has a very strong claim to the name
 ‘Ginninderra’. However, with the inclusion of Evatt, McKellar, Lawson, Giralang and Kaleen, the claim is
 stronger still. 

Further to this, Ginninderra Creek runs for 12.5km within the Gungahlin based electorate (Bonner to the lake).
 The Creek runs for 11km within the Belconnen electorate (including Lake Ginninderra through to the NSW
 border). 

Whilst I do not doubt that many people in Belconnen associate with ‘Ginninderra’, so would many people in
 central Canberra associate with ‘Molonglo’, yet the Committee has dropped that name. 

I urge you to reconsider disassociating Gungahlin, and the most relevant Belconnen suburbs, from the name
 ‘Ginninderra’. If not ‘Ginninderra’, an interesting compromise would be to call the Gungahlin based electorate
 ‘Gungaderra’ (of course, a homestead with a name derived from the amalgamation of ‘Gungahlin’ and
 ‘Ginninderra’). 

The Belconnen based electorate could be called ‘Wittanjirra’ an alternative of ‘Weetangera’ (Gillespie, p.4).
 However, if the Committee is looking for names by which people identify with, one cannot go past
 ‘Belconnen’. 


